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Dear our new Bond Law students,
Welcome to law school! On behalf of the Bond University Law Students’ Association (or the LSA as we are
more casually referred to) and rest of the Bond law community, we are so excited to have you join us.
I’m sure you’re all feeling some degree of uncertainty at this point in time. As a preliminary word of
reassurance, please do not worry!!! Every law student and lawyer has been in your position before and
knows exactly how you are feeling – it can be daunting! This First Year Law Guide is designed to make
your transition into law school as comfortable and seamless as possible.
The journey you’re about to start will likely be one of the most rewarding you’ll experience in your
lifetime. Not only will you learn some incredibly important legal skills, but you’ll also be equipped with
transferrable skills that you’ll carry with you into whatever career path you choose to follow. You’ll also be
presented with ample opportunities to involve yourself in a range of competitions, clubs, societies and
social events, run by both the LSA and faculty. We know that all of these opportunities can seem like a lot
to think about and you might not have any idea about what any of these things even really mean. That’s
where this guide comes in.
This is our third edition of the First Year Law Guide. In light of COVID-19, this edition varies slightly from
those before it. We have reached out to several past and present students who have offered information,
advice and recounts of their experience on several different topics. We hope that this guide can offer an
overview of some opportunities available to you as a Bond law student, or maybe even inspire you in some
way. A special shout out must be given to our Publications Direction, Claudia Wilson, for the planning and
execution of this incredible publication. Without her hard work, this useful resource wouldn’t exist.
Bond Law really does have so much to offer, and it won’t take long for you to see this in action. We are so
lucky to have such dedicated and passionate lecturers and tutors, as well as amazing resources and
opportunities at our disposal. The Bond Law community is passionate, dedicated and fun-loving in so
many ways so I am certain you’ll make some pretty incredible friendships along the way.
Remember that the LSA is here to help you! As the student representative body of the Law Faculty, we
really are here entirely for the purposes of helping you. So, don’t be a stranger! Email us or pop by our
office on Level 1 of the Law Faculty during our office hours with any questions you might have, or even just
for a chat. I promise we’re all really friendly and love having a genuine reason to procrastinate!
I wish you the best of luck as you start this new chapter in your journey. Again, and I cannot
stress this enough, please don’t worry! I have confidence that you will have a wonderful time
here at Bond and look forward to meeting many of you this year.

Ali Harris
President, Bond University LSA 2020-2021

A MESSAGE FROM
THE EXECUTIVE DEAN
Congratulations! You are now a law student at one of the
best law schools in the country. At Bond we are
committed to providing you with a high quality learning
experience and with numerous opportunities to challenge
yourself and engage with others.

My advice is that whatever your ambitions post-law
school, you should prepare for a legal profession that
is likely to look quite different to what it was in the
past. Keep up with current affairs and reflect upon
how they might transform the law and the legal
profession. Make sure you include international and
By enrolling in a law degree, you have taken an important comparative law subjects in your degree, and that
step in your journey towards becoming a successful you look for opportunities to develop your crosslawyer. Whatever pathway you choose, the knowledge and cultural skills and experience.
skills you are going to develop over the next few years will
provide you with the foundations for a successful career Take steps to learn about alternative business models
and the ability to lead change and promote justice within and broaden your skillset to include business and
your community.
entrepreneurial skills. And make sure you keep
looking for ways to develop your digital skills, and
You have a lot of work ahead of you. You are going to identify those aspects of legal practice that can’t be
learn about Australian laws and international law, and replicated by technology. All of this might seem
the underlying doctrines, principles, policies, theories overwhelming at times... but don’t worry, you’ve got
and philosophies. You are going to learn how to think like this. You have made it this far, and that is already an
a lawyer, how to speak and write like a lawyer, and how to amazing achievement. And you won’t be alone: the
behave like a lawyer. You are going to learn how to Bond Faculty of Law and your fellow law students are
transform yourself into a ‘professional’ and why it is so here to help you, guide you and support you on your
important. All of this is not going to be easy. The journey.
enormous privilege and power that comes with being a
lawyer comes at a high price. But it will be worth it.
This Guide will help you take the first steps. It covers
everything a new law student needs to know to
It is an exciting and challenging time to commence a law support their success at law school and make the
degree. The global crisis has prompted some radical challenging transition from university to
innovations in the way law is taught, and in the coming professional practice. Bond Law attracts some of the
semesters your subjects will be delivered as a best law students from across the country and from
combination of classroom instruction, online delivery around the world, so it makes sense that we have the
and technology enabled teaching. At the same time, the best Law Students’ Association. This Guide is proof of
legal profession, the legal services sector and the law itself that. Well done!
are all undergoing significant disruption and
Professor Nick James
transformation. This is a consequence not only of the
pandemic but also the internationalisation of law and Dean of the Faculty
legal practice and the development of new technologies of Law
such as advanced analytical tools, bots and AIs that are
already changing the way legal services are delivered.

MEET YOUR FIRST
YEAR DIRECTOR
Welcome to Bond!
On behalf of the Bond University Law Students’ Association, welcome to Bond
and welcome to the Faculty of Law. My name is Aaron Hollis and I am your First
Year Director on the LSA. My role involves ensuring your transition into, and
first year of law school is as seamless and enjoyable as possible. We run
numerous events aimed at achieving this goal. These range from orientation
events, wellness check-ins run in conjunction with our Equity Director, and first
year only social events that are excellent for networking and meeting your peers.
I grew up and went to school on the Gold Coast after moving here from Ireland
when I was a few months old. I am now in the second year of my
Law/International Relations double degree and I cannot speak highly enough of
my experience so far at Bond. If I could give one piece of advice to you all at the
beginning of your degree, it would be to get involved with as much as you can at
Bond. Whether it be through committees, extra-curricular activities or the social
aspects of Bond, make the most of your time here!
Throughout your time at Bond, please
feel free to contact me whenever you
want! Whether you have questions about
your studies, the LSA or anything else at
all, please feel free to reach out. If you see
me around campus, feel free to say hi and
have a chat! I sincerely hope you enjoy the
start of your time at Bond and make the
absolute most of it.

Again, feel free to contact me any time at
firstyear@bondlsa.com
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ACADEMICS
ACADEMIC
AFFAIRS
While there are many social perks to life as a
Bond student, above all we’re here to
graduate with a law degree. There are a
variety of academic services and events that
can help you reach that goal and achieve
your full potential.

The First Year Director is also available at
firstyear@bondlsa.com for any and all first-year
related events or issues.
Make sure to keep an eye on our Facebook and
Instagram pages for any events run by the
Education

Pod,

including

the

Informant,

Wellbeing Check-Ins, Social Events and more!

LSA Education Pod
The Bond LSA has a dedicated Education
Pod designed to help out in any way we can.
This

consists

of

the

Vice

President

(Education), Academic Affairs Director, First
Year Director, Postgraduate Director and
Equity Director. We are your first points of
contact for any academic questions you may
have. Whether you have a teaching query,

Revision Seminars
Revision Seminars are run prior to final exams
each semester and are an incredibly useful
resource. To refresh your memory, find out what
you don’t know and get practical advice on past
exams, make sure you utilise Revision Seminars
to maximise your results!

need help finding a tutor or have a question

While Revision Seminars have traditionally been

relating to coursework and standards, we're

run in person during Study Week, we have

here to help or point you in the right

recently trialled posting pre-recorded videos that

direction!

all law students can access in their own time in
the lead up to exams. They last between 30

The LSA’s Vice President (Education) and

minutes to one hour and are led by a student who

Academic Affairs Director are responsible

previously achieved a HD in the subject.

for running the LSA’s academic support
services and can be contacted at:

vp-education@bondlsa.com or

The seminars briefly cover course content, exam

academicaffairs@bondlsa.com.

tips and tricks, and a past exam question.

To make sure you're up to date with details of upcoming events like Revision
Seminars and the Informant, like and follow the LSA Facebook page.
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Law Library Support:

LSA Peer Connect:

The law librarians provide one-on-one help
with:
Researching and navigating law databases
and resources
Searching and accessing primary and
secondary sources of law
Utilising Library Search for relevant
sources
Understanding legal referencing styles
(AGLC 4 etc.)
Book an appointment online via the Bond
University Law Library webpage.

This service connects students with peer
tutors. It can be found on the Bond LSA
website at:
https://bondlsa.com/peer-connect/.
There you will find the contact details of
student tutors for a variety of law subjects. If
you are struggling to understand or keep up
with one of your law subjects, feel free to
contact a student tutor for help. They will
then contact you regarding payment and
availability.

Legal Writing Tutor:
You can also book a one-on-one session with
the Faculty of Law’s Legal Writing Tutor, Gail
Casey at gcasey@bond.edu.au to develop
crucial legal writing skills in preparation for
your assignments.

Academic Skills Centre:
The Academic Skills Centre offers personalised
assistance with one-on-one sessions and small
group workshops to improve your skills across
various areas. These include academic writing,
citing and referencing, and organising and
structuring an assignment. These services are
available to all Bond students at all levels of
study. Book an appointment through the
Academic Skills Centre iLearn site.

Res Tutors:
Res tutors are available to provide academic
support to students living on campus. They are
currently enrolled students with high grades
and are available for one-on-one consultations.
Book online through the Tutor Fellow booking
form.

Each of the students have achieved 80% or
above for any subject that they are listed so
you know that you will be in good hands!
If you have any questions about Peer
Connect or are interested in signing up
please feel free to reach out to me at any
time by email at:
vp-education@bondlsa.com.

Finley Harding
Vice President - Education

ACADEMICS
Study Tips &
Tricks
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TIME MANAGEMENT
A semester at Bond goes far faster than you would
think. Before you know it assessments start piling
up and exams will be just around the corner.
Being able to manage your time and priorities is
essential to balancing a full-time course load,
extracurricular activities, and your social life.

My Tip: Make a schedule. As simple as it sounds,
things get much easier to manage once once you
get into a study pattern. This is especially true
when you have multiple assessments due
simultaneously. Also, try and make the most out
of the support systems that the faculty offers,
like setting an appointment with the Law
Faculty librarian or going to the LSA’s Peer
Connect list to look for a tutor.

PICKING YOUR ELECTIVES
For those of you who have an idea about what area
of law you want to specialise in, picking electives
will be a fun and exciting process. To those of you
how are unsure about what area of law interests
you, don’t panic! Choosing a specialisation, if you
choose to have one, can take some time. Picking
electives is a fun process that allows students to
experiment and figure out which areas of law
interest them. Before choosing, have a look at
subject outlines which are located online. This will
help you understand the assessments for the
subject and what topics will be covered.

My Tip: Look at the specialisation list located
online. This helps you see which subjects
correspond with different areas of law. Take
your time in reviewing which subjects
interest you but be wary in planning as not
all electives run year round; some are only
offered in certain semesters. So, try making a
word doc to plan possible electives that
interest you that you could take in different
semesters.

Remote Studying
Given the current circumstances, some of you
might be taking your first semester remotely.
Doing university online can be challenging with
all the distractions and comforts we have at home
so you'll need to be more proactive in your
approach to studying and assignments.

My Tip: Try and pick a spot at home where
you feel like you will be the most productive,
whether that be at a desk or outside. Try and
keep a routine; it helps with your study habits
and keeps your mind sharp.

STUDYING FOR EXAMS
Law exams can be daunting since you will not
have experienced anything like them before.
By the time exams come, you should be ready
with practice from your tutorials. In addition
to the tutorials, Bond makes available
previous exams for certain subjects online in
the exam archive tab on iLearn. Bond law
exams are mostly open book or limited open
book so you will have every opportunity to
prepare and revise. Make sure you use and
rely on your own notes when revising for

My Tip: Perfect your tutorial answers. Tutorials
provide an excellent outline of how exams
answers should be written, so perfecting them
will give you better practice in answering exam
questions. In addition to this, attend the LSA
Revision Seminars. These are held immediately
prior to exams and are run by students who
have achieved a HD in previous semesters. The
seminars will give you a better insight into how
law exams are taken and some skills you will
need to achieve your full potential.

exams because relying on someone else’s
notes will not help you understand the
content.

DOING ASSIGNMENTS
Assignments here at Bond are tailored to give
students

an

experience

of

the

legal

profession. Each assignment is designed to
develop and improve your legal skills. They
range from moots and negotiations to
drafting memos, research papers and more.

YOUR MINDSET
Overall, while law school can be difficult at
times, it is essential to keep up a positive
mindset. You need to ensure to not over
commit yourself, take time to relax and know
when to step back. Always try to get the most
out of your time here at Bond.

My Tip: While the assignments will differ for
each subject, you should always closely follow
your lecturer’s instructions. Also, take
advantage of the help the faculty provides like
making an appointment with the Law Library to
check your referencing and help with your
research or making a consultation with your
tutor or lecturer to ask them questions.

My Tip: Be open to competing in competitions
run by the LSA and Faculty, take the chance and
volunteer for a Law Clinic or even join a student
association. Make the most out of your time
here at Bond because before you know it you
will be nearing the end of your degree. Make
sure to add value to your experience by taking
on all thing things the University has to offer.

It won’t be long before you realise that undertaking a law degree is
nothing like your classes in high school, or undergraduate degree
as the case may be. It will take a while to transition your own study
style to meet the demands of Law School but we hope these tips
can help!

Gabriel Tirol
Academic Affairs Director

ACADEMICS
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Online Study

Watching a lecture at home in pj’s while hearing laughter and discussions in the lecture hall was one of the hardest
things I experienced when studying online during the Victorian lockdowns. Seeing those in-person enjoy close
rapport during the lectures was initially demoralising but eventually a deeply gratifying learning experience.
My advice to anyone undertaking online learning is first and foremost that everything will be okay! Although missing
time at any university is a shame, and at Bond even more so, you will get through this trying time. Second, implement
strong routines. Create habits that allow for productivity, relaxation and recreation. A good and enjoyable routine
that involves time to relax and time to work is key to maintaining balance.
Third, and perhaps more importantly, try out differing habits of relaxation that
allow you to minimise stress and worry. Try journaling, meditation, the Resilience
Project, and exercise - find what works for you. Learn to determine factors,
decisions, or situations that negatively impact your mental health, concentration,
or focus. This will make completing your studies to the best of your ability while
maintaining positive uni-life balance far easier.
In my experience learning from home in Melbourne for the past almost-year, Bond
will look after you. While online socialising is not the same as the real thing, it's a
close second. The LSA, law faculty, BUSA and other associations put on a number of
online and multimodal socialising and informative events. These really helped me
meet people, make connections and get more out of uni than just academics. Get
involved with online events and competitions - it really will make a difference!

From an academic point of
view, the Bond lecturers and
tutors are amazing. In my
experience, the teaching
staff really cater to online
students
in
teaching,
ensuring our experience is
not remarkably different
from those in person, in
ensuring assessment caters
to all circumstances and in
understanding when its
difficult.

Learning from home offered me a prime time for self-discovery that may not be available again. Without many social
commitments or travel considerations (except from my bed to my desk), all I had to rely on was myself. I was forced to
rely on myself, my motivations, and work ethic to maintain a rigorous and productive schedule. I was forced to find
things I enjoyed so I could remain well balanced and mentally sound; there existed a fine line between relaxation,
procrastination and boredom, and I toed it more often than I cared to admit. While all of this was a shock to the
system, I was able to (in my opinion) thrive by ensuring a positive mind frame, a beneficial timetable, some serious
self-accountability and making the most of all the support and opportunities Bond offered.

I hope that this short anecdote and some piecemeal advice is helpful
to anyone starting online learning. If you have any further concerns
feel free to reach out to the LSA so we can assist you on this learning
style transition!

Josh Cooley
Sponsorship Director

ACADEMICS
Postgraduate
Particulars
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2 years. When you say it out loud it sounds like forever but, trust me, it goes by very quickly.
These two years will be the most exciting time of your life. Congratulations on choosing to
complete your Juris Doctor at Bond University!
As you will soon learn, the JD program moves very quickly and even from the first semester, you
will be swept away with readings, tutorial work and assessments. However, there is nothing to fear
as the Bond Law Faculty is very accommodating. From the professors to the tutors to the
wonderful staff at the law library they really do put in their greatest efforts to bring out the best in
you. From your first day of classes, you’ll be connecting with peers and individuals that will be
vital to ensuring your success throughout your degree. Additionally, we have world class support
networks and academic staff that will go above and beyond to hear your concerns and offer any
assistance!
Although the fast-paced program is a wonderful Additionally, in order to become aware of
advantage, it also means that you have a limited time the
events
and
extracurricular
to make the most of the many great opportunities opportunities that are available you
that Bond has to offer. The first week of the semester should connect with the LSA, CLSA and
is a key week as all the social and educational BUSA through their social media
resources become available. Make sure to look out for platforms. This will allow you to be
information sessions for the Bond Law Clinics and notified of the many different events,
the Mooting Programs. There are a vast number of competitions
and
networking
opportunities and these are crucial for your opportunities that law students are able
development in your career as they provide a to engage in. With just two years to
stepping-stone for legal development. Even if you complete the degree, it may seem that
decide not to apply, the events allow you to meet the there isn’t “enough time” to take part in
directors, professors and your peers. Further, the extracurriculars,
however,
these
Career Development Centre is incredibly supportive extracurriculars look appealing to future
and will always be available to assist in any way they employers and help you stand out in
can. For more information, check out the LSA’s comparison to other candidates.
Career Guide.
If you have any questions or want to chat, I am available by email
(postgraduate@bondlsa.com). It won’t be too long until you find your
people and settle into life as a busy law student. Law School is a
demanding, but rewarding, experience and will be over before you know it.
I want to remind you once again that two years fly by so take the time to
engage with all the opportunities that are available. On a final note, make
sure that you take the time to enjoy everything Bond and the Gold Coast
has to offer.
Simran Sidhu
Postgraduate Director

ACADEMICS
'Burning Out' and Uni/Life Balance
One of the hardest things I experienced during my first year of university was learning how to
manage my time efficiently while still enjoying myself. With all of the extra time we are granted
after graduating school, it is often challenging finding the perfect balance between working,
studying, socialising with family and friends, sport, uni activities and any other initiatives you
might be involved in.
I burnt myself out in my first year of uni as I put such an emphasis on my academics and neglected
all of the other important aspects of my life. While academics are important, even more so is your
mental health and actually enjoying your time at uni.
Reccomendations
I would definitely recommend getting
involved in anything you can whether it be
committees, sports teams, Don’s nights or
other competitions – you might be anxious
initially (I certainly was) but these are some
of the best way to make new friends and get
the most out of your uni degree. One of my
regrets was not getting involved sooner …
there’s really no time like the present and
given the fast-tracked nature of Bond, before
you know it you will be graduating.

Effective Management
To manage your time effectively, you need to
be disciplined and honest with yourself – if
you have already been out a few nights of the
week and completed no work, can you
maintain that and justify going out again
without studying? Equally, if you study every
spare moment you get, you will likely burn
yourself out and end up resenting your
degree.

A good way to place everything in perspective is to see the
bigger picture and remind yourself that a “bad” grade does not
define you and it will not make or break your future career.
It is okay to let your hair down and push the books aside– just
as long as you keep yourself accountable and do not take your
education for granted.
Ally Frizelle
Vice President Careers

COMPETITIONS
LSA Internal Competitions
The Bond LSA offers a wide array of skill-based
competitions, providing students a safe environment to
develop legal skills that are later assessed in their degree
and prove invaluable in subsequent practice. Students are
also provided exposure to real world professionals from
sponsoring firms and compete for cash prizes.

Dan Canta
Competitions Director

Through in-depth information sessions, skills workshops, mentoring programs, and junior
divisions, the Bond LSA prides itself in creating opportunities that are in equal parts nurturing
and competitive.
Your first year as a law student can be extremely dauting, having to adopt a novel thoughtprocess, all the while keeping up with readings, assignments, and some semblance of an active
social life. Consequently, early law students will often view competitions as an unnecessary
pressure, postponing their involvement.
As someone who very much felt this at the start of my degree, I cannot stress enough how
incredibly beneficial these opportunities are. Despite my reservations, I decided to participate at
the earliest opportunity, kick-starting what I now view as the best part of law school in its
expedition of my development as an aspiring lawyer, and in a social sense.
I very much hope to see you all participate in as many of our competitions, detailed below, as
possible and find an equally transformative experience as had by the Bondies before you.

BRIAN ORR MOOT COMPETITION
Yourself, and a teammate (assigned to you if not chosen) will receive a mock factual scenario. You are
tasked with undertaking legal research on the issues presented, drafting written submissions, and
presenting oral arguments before a judge/panel of judges on behalf of your client.
The Brian Orr Moot is the stepping stone of a significant portion of Bond’s domestic and international
mooters, requiring students to showcase their advocacy skills through formulating legal arguments
and conversing with an intervening judge/panel of judges.

January Semester

NEGOTIATION COMPETITION
The Negotiation Competition provides for a transactional environment, where students develop
their interpersonal and improvisational skills. Students are tasked with representing their client’s
interests in a mock legal dispute and reaching an agreement with the opposing team.
Allowing students to showcase their abilities in professional communication, identification of party
interests, and generation of mutually beneficial options, this competition is often a precursor to
representing Bond in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal and Australian Law Students’
Association’s Negotiation Competitions.

May Semester

WITNESS EXAMINATION COMPETITION
Somewhat the ‘double-edged sword’ of the LSA’s skills competitions, the Witness Examination
Competition is often referred to by students as the most challenging and enjoyable of all those
offered. The “Wit-Ex Comp” requires students to think on their feet and showcase responsive
advocacy under strict time pressure.
Students are given 60 minutes to review witness statements, interview their witness and prepare to
give an opening address, conduct an examination-in-chief, cross-examination, and a closing address
before a judge/panel of judges.
Students who have not yet completed Evidence Law are encouraged to attend the information
session and skills workshop to ensure a baseline knowledge of the examination process.

May Semester

CLIENT INTERVIEW COMPETITION
The Client Interview Competition requires students (in teams of 2) to extract all information
pertaining to the legal issues of a client. Students are tasked with building rapport with a new client
each round, identifying all material required to solve their legal issue, providing some preliminary
advice, and advising the client of potential steps forward.
In near absence of any necessary legal knowledge, the Client Interview Competition is an ideal way
for early law students to test the waters of the LSA’s Skill Competitions.

September Semester

COMPETITIONS
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Bond Mooting Program

Bond has a long and established history of participation and success in mooting competitions.
Broadly, these can be split into the categories of internal moots, external domestic moots, and
external international moots. Whilst they are all moots, they often take on very different
characters, subject content and level of involvement!

Internal Competitions
Internal moots are the entry-level moot for Bondies to
involve themselves with. Bond has one mooting
competition each semester; in January there is the Brian
Orr Moot (LSA competition), in May, the CLSA Moot, and
in September, the Pro Justicia Moot (Faculty-run
competition).
These competitions typically don’t require much
preparation and are mainly an exercise to practice and
improve your advocacy skills. The legal arguments are
often provided to you already, so the main challenge is
practicing delivering your arguments. The Brian Orr Moot
is one that is often very popular in the Junior Division –
being in the first few weeks of the semester. The LSA
provides mentors to Junior students who have previously
competed in external moots representing Bond.
The Pro-Justicia moot is designed for beginner mooters
and is held in the September semester. Particularly, if you
haven’t mooted in an external competition before, you’re
eligible to compete. The structure of the competition is
also tailored to assist those who have not mooted before –
so this is a great moot, along with Brian Orr, to jump in to
mooting and see what it’s about!

External Domestic
Competitions
Bond sends a number of teams
around Australia every year in
domestic competitions, representing
Bond in moots against students from
other
Australian
universities.
Depending on the competition, this
may take you to Melbourne, Sydney or
Brisbane. However, these moots are a
lot of work – so, if you’re just in it for
the trip – then definitely don’t sign
on! Whilst they are a lot of work, given
that you must extensively practice
your argument and often write
written submissions, these moots can
be some of the most rewarding and
deep learning experiences of your
degree.
Domestic moots typically run
beginning from the May semester.
They are best for students who are
interested in Mooting but haven’t
competed externally before.

External International Competitions
The next step up – and a big one at that – are external international competitions. These
are a lot of work – and generally are tailored only to students who have previously
competed in a domestic external moot. Whilst the domestic competitions generally
revolve around Australian law, the international competitions are a whole different
scenario. They can be based on International Commercial Arbitration, International
Criminal Law, or inter-state disputes in the International Court of Justice. Whilst this is
exciting, it also means that you have to completely learn and wrap your head around a
different body of law – which can be a taxing task!

These competitions generally run from the September semester – and teams are sent to
destinations such as Hong Kong, Vienna, the Hague, Toronto, or London. Dependent upon the
year some teams may not be sent – however nonetheless the opportunities are significant!
Bond’s program is brilliant in that the trips are completely faculty supported – meaning that
students bear little cost and the selection process is completely fair.
These moots are the ‘holy grail’, so to speak. They usually involve 6-9 months worth of solid
work, the drafting of significant memoranda and twice-daily practices for weeks/months prior
to competing. However, whilst this may sound daunting, time will fly once you’re involved and
it will genuinely be one of the best aspects of your degree.

My Experiences
Whilst they are strenuous, I recommend mooting highly! I personally have competed in:
the Brian Orr Moot (Junior and Senior);
the Michael Kirby Contract Law Moot in Melbourne;
the ALSA Championship Moot in Melbourne; and
the Vis (East) International Commercial Arbitration Moot in Hong Kong.
I was also student coach for the UOW Intervarsity Criminal Law Moot in Wollongong, and the
Wilson Moot in Toronto. Student coaching is a great way for former mooters to give back to the
program. The student coaches travel with the teams to their competitions and act as judges,
help organise practice moots, help with submissions, and anything else that the team needs!
All of these experiences have been brilliant – and the highlight of my degree so far. If you are
looking to take your degree to the next level, then I recommend these moots as a great starting
point.

Even if you are on the fence about mooting, I recommend you try it just
in case. There is no bad outcome! I, quite unashamedly, was quite bad at
mooting when I first began – however through lots of practice I now
have come to grow my skills and be much more successful of an
advocate.
If you try it, you might catch the mooting ‘bug’ (as so many of us have)
– and you won’t look back!

Martin Floro
Secretary

CAREERS
Work Experience
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Coming to Bond, you probably know that your degree is significantly shorter than most other law
students. This means that it is even more important to know about your potential career options
and what you need to do to get a job at the end of your degree.
Whether you are trying to pursue a career in corporate law, family law, criminal law or the plethora
of different career paths you can take with a law degree, it is essential to undertake some form of
work experience. I say this not just for the resume value, but also because it is an invaluable
experience to understand what your future career may entail. Simply put, you don’t want to get
stuck in a job that you don’t like!

As jobs in general are getting more competitive, employers
are looking for people that stand out. By doing work
experience in your interest area you will be able to network
with your colleagues/supervisors, which may in fact open
up an opportunity for a part-time job while you study or
even a permanent role after graduation. Now to the fun bit,
how do you actually source an internship/work experience?
This might seem daunting but it’s actually simpler than you
think (still not easy though!).
First, a lot of bigger companies, including
law firms, have clerkship/vacation
internship roles. These are usually held
over the holiday periods and are paid (a
big plus for the uni student wallet). These
organisations
usually
pick
their
graduates from their clerk/intern pool.
However, these are extremely competitive
and there are usually thousands of
applicants for a handful of roles. For
more detailed clerkship information, see
page 9.

In saying that, Bond offers its students a lot of support
when it comes to getting work experience. The Career
Development Centre (CDC) is a wealth of knowledge
when it comes to refining your resume and sourcing
internships and/or placements for you to get work
experience. If you manage to source an internship
overseas, the Student Opportunity Fund may also be
able to provide financial assistance. I was lucky enough
to get an internship in Singapore, where the Student
Opportunity Fund helped to pay for some of
the costs involved.

Finally, take advantage of the Alumni Mentoring Program. While
you shouldn’t expect an offer for work experience or a job, the
Alumni Mentors provide invaluable insight into the industry that
you want to pursue a career in. Above all, if you were to take only
one message from this section, the most important thing is to
always be open to opportunities and start thinking about your
professional identity early in your degree. For further careers
related information, the LSA will be publishing its 2020 edition of
the Careers Guide in the coming months, so keep an eye on your
emails and LSA social media for a copy!
Elijah Png
Vice President - Finance / Events
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Bond Law Clinics

Legal concepts sometimes don’t really “click” until put into practice. Experience in the legal industry is
also often vital to securing employment. Before the daunting process of self-seeking work experience and
clerkships, the Bond Law Clinics are an opportunity for students to undertake legal work experience
under the supervision of experienced legal practitioners in diverse areas of law.
The clinics are designed to offer free legal advice to the local community. Students hone their
professional skills while knowing they have contributed to a broader social objective of providing access
to justice. Experiences range from attending court and working under the supervision of experienced
lawyers, to working on volunteer projects and learning how things work in a real law firm.
While students often participate from their third or fourth semester after taking some substantive
subjects, there are opportunities to get involved early in your degree in student administrator positions.
To get involved, the Faculty holds an information session each semester, followed by an online
application process and interviews with the supervising academic.
Some clinics that have been offered include:

Commercial Law

Property Law

Provides small business legal
advice to start-ups and not-for-profits in areas
such as business structures, consumer
protection and contractual disputes.

Informs citizens about their rights in matters
such as strata title, residential tenancies and
fencing disputes.

Immigration Law

Criminal Law

Services vulnerable and financiallydisadvantaged non-citizens seeking to remain
in Australia legally. Includes exposure to
sensitive issues of asylum seeker and refugee
status.

Start-Up Law

Provides legal information to start-up founders
and entrepreneurs in Bond’s Transformer
Program. Areas of law include business
structures, intellectual property, operational
issues and commercialisation strategies

A collaboration with the Queensland Police
Service. Students may develop briefs of
evidence and undertake legal research at the
Southport Magistrates Court.

Human Rights

Students obtain practical experience by
assisting with legal research and writing in
collaboration with the International Bar
Association Human Rights Institute.

Community Law

A collaboration with the GC Community
Legal Centre including fields of law such as
family, employment, consumer, employment,
property and criminal law.

Claudia Wilson
Publications Director
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Clerkships

Nearing the end of your law degree, you may wish to complete a clerkship. If you haven’t
heard of clerkships before, don’t stress. It is very much an experience that most law
students encounter towards the end of your degree. For the time being, some important
things to know are outlined below:

What is a clerkship?
A clerkship is basically an internship at a law firm. Ordinarily, you complete your clerkship during
your penultimate (second last) year of law school. Throughout your clerkship, you’ll be exposed to
real legal work, legal professionals and legal practice. You really obtain some insight into what life
in a law firm is really like. Importantly, many of the bigger firms hire new employees (normally as
graduates) from their clerks. So if you do a good job while clerking, you might find that you’ve
secured yourself a graduate job at the firm. It’s important to know when your clerkship year is: first
year for JD students, second year for LLB students and third year for double degree students.

Why is this important?
It is important to keep clerkships in mind at the start of your law degree, so you can start shaping
what kind of resume you will present when it comes time to apply for a clerkship with a firm.
Having experience in things like LSA/faculty run competitions, legal clinics, mooting or even
having a position on the LSA, if these are things that you’re interested in, will help your resume
stand out and will reflect the type of legal professional that you want to be. Firm culture is really
important, so getting involved in things that YOU like (not what you think the firm will like) will
help ensure that you’re in the best position possible to work at a firm that shares the same values
and interests as you do!

What’s the process?
There are a fair few steps involved in the application process. I should note from the outset that
you should refer to the Queensland Law Society’s dates and guidelines for clerkships (for firms that
follow those guidelines) for relevant dates etc, or check individual firm websites to ensure that you
have the correct due dates. Throughout COVID-19, a lot of the dates for different things changed
and will probably be different again going forward, so make sure you know the right timeline for
all these steps.

Normally, around March of your penultimate year, there is an application process. On individual
firm websites or portals, you submit a cover letter and resume. You also often have to complete
some online psychometric testing (it’s really not as scary as it sounds, don’t worry).

If your application is successful, you’ll progress to an interview round. Some firms ask you to
complete some video response interviews, where a question pops up on a screen and you have 30
seconds or so to prepare an answer. The computer videos your verbal response and sends your
answers off to be reviewed by the firm. Not all firms do this step, however, and just go straight to
an actual interview. During COVID-19, most firms held their interviews online, but some also did
have in-person interviews. This interview is where you talk to HR and partners about yourself,
your experiences, and they ask you a few questions.
After the interview rounds, in around May of that
year, the firm will call you to let you know if they
will be offering you a clerkship with them. Your
clerkship may take place in Winter (June to July),
Spring (August to September) or Summer
(November to December). This is where you
actually work for the firm for usually around 4
weeks.

After you have completed the clerkship, the
firm will let you know if they would like to
offer you a position as a graduate lawyer
with them for the following year. So if you
completed your clerkship in 2022, the
graduate position would be for 2024.

Now, this does seem like a daunting process. And if you don’t know
what kind of professional legal pathway you want to take yet,
there’s no stress! The purpose of this piece is just to flag with you
early in your law degree that this is just one of the many, many
opportunities that you might wish to pursue during your law
degree. Just make sure that you’re involving yourself in
opportunities that you want to be involved in so that you can
represent yourself honestly and accurately in the legal field.

Ali Harris
President

CAREERS
Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice
The Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice "GDLP"
has been running at Bond University since 1996.
What is the GDLP?
A postgraduate program designed to provide law students with the skills and values necessary
to enter the legal profession. Also known as practical legal training, the GDLP is the final link
between being a student of law and admission as a practising solicitor. Successful completion of
the GDLP will enable graduates to apply for admission to legal practice in Australia.

What would students not know about the GDLP at Bond?
The GDLP program at Bond is competitively priced and is offered
either online or on campus. It therefore provides students with
flexible study options. Students are supported throughout their
studies by experienced academics and mentors. The program is
recognised throughout Australia for the practical skills and values
gained by graduates.
We are very proud to offer Indigenous scholarships from 2021
supporting diversity in the legal profession.
At the present time the entire program can be undertaken online.
For those Trainees overseas and unable to return to Australia to
complete their workplace experience, we also offer a virtual
placement facilitating completion of the course#.

What is different about the GDLP at Bond?

Entry requirements?

GDLP subjects are taught by staff with industry
experience, mentoring is provided to Trainees, the
on campus class sizes are small to facilitate
individual learning and students are supported
by the Career Development Centre to find a law
placement for the workplace experience
compontent of the program.

The GDLP is offered to students who
have completed a Bachelor of Laws or
Juris Doctor Program at an approved
Australian institution (or equivalent). It
is also possible to enter the program
carrying either two law or general
electives (subject to LPAB approval).

The Program
The program includes a compulsory five day learning intensive for all trainees which is held
online#. The intensive consists of workshops, practical exercises and guest speakers.
Compulsory subjects consist of:
Civil Litigation Practice
Commercial and Corporate Law Practice
Financial and Ethical Responsibilities
Property Law Practice, Law Placement (30 days)
and Transition to Practice

Elective subjects include :
Banking and Finance Practice
Criminal Law Practice
Family Law Practice
Wills
Estates Practice and a further Law
Placement subject (additional 30 days)

All elective coursework subjects are delivered online.
# measures currently in place during the COVID-19 pandemic period

Hannah Duncan
Bachelor of Laws - Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice
Alumni
"I chose to study the on-campus Graduate Diploma in Legal
Practice at Bond because I thought it the best way to be
geared for work due to the 'hands on' experience"

Hannah Power
Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice Alumni
"As promised, the Faculty helped me to obtain a terrific
placement with a great general law firm and I have now
gained full-time employment with this company. I would
recommend Bond’s GDLP program to any law graduate."

Tanya Atwill
Director of Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice
Assistant Professor - Faculty of Law

CAMPUS LIFE
Mind your Health
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The first year of university, especially law school, is generally both exciting and overwhelming.
It is your first introduction to a journey filled with excitement, opportunities and rewards.
However, this journey can be demanding and testing. Despite this, we’ve got your back with
some mental health and wellbeing tips, advice and resources that you should take advantage of!
Recognising Imposter Syndrome

In the first year of law school, many people go
through a moment where they feel like an
imposter. You may doubt your capabilities,
accomplishments and work. Perhaps you may ask
yourself, ‘Do I even belong here?’. You may even
feel like a fraud. This wormhole is an experience
that is prevalent amongst law students and even
legal professionals. So much so that it has a name:
Imposter Syndrome. Placing a widely known label
to this overwhelming feeling makes it feel real. In a
way, it’s a nice way to know that you are not the
only one going through this. So don’t be afraid to
trust yourself, talk about it and reach out to the
resources on the next page.

Don’t Forget to Catch some Zzz

Hear me out on this one and put down that Redbull
or coffee. While caffeine may give you that boost
that you need, they mask what you truly need:
sleep. So, aim for 7 to 9 hours. Your mental health
and wellbeing will thank you for it.

Reach Out for Help When Needed

We get it, reaching out for help is daunting, scary
and makes you vulnerable. But trust me, the choice
to reach out is a sign of strength.

Reach Out for Help When Needed
We get it, reaching out for help is daunting, scary
and makes you vulnerable. But trust me, the choice
to reach out is a sign of strength.

Take Time for Your Personal Relationships
While it is so easy to be consumed by the work and
the pressure to do well, take time for your personal
relationships. Whether it be family, friends or
significant others. Trust me, making room for this
time will place you in a positive mood, curb the
likelihood of burn out and overall allow you to
tackle things with a fresh mind.

Give Your Body the Fuel it Needs
Giving your body the fuel it needs does not mean you
need to punish yourself with demanding diets. Treat
yourself to chocolate when your heart calls for it, and
kale when your mind needs it. Switch those examples
out with your preferences – but the general idea is to
keep a healthy and manageable balance by eating
foods that’ll power your body and mind.

Go out and Keep Physically Healthy

Whether you have a go-to sport, enjoy casual
sessions of yoga or walks along a beach – you
should reward yourself with a break from screens
and pages by caring for your physical health. If
you’re on campus, take advantage of the Gym and
their classes or even enjoy a walk around the lake.
Taking care of your physical health also plays an
active role in maintaining your overall wellbeing.

There are so many resources available at Bond, so please don’t
be afraid to reach out if you need.
Finally, from someone whose been in your shoes before:
YOU’VE GOT THIS!
Samirah Aziz
Equity Director

CAMPUS LIFE
LSA Social Events

25

Welcome to the social scene Bondies! If you’ve just arrived for your first O-Week at Bond, we’re sure
you’ve caught on to how much we love a good social event (particularly following a year that hasn’t
lent itself to a thriving social life).
Starting a new degree can be daunting, so getting involved in everything going on at Bond is, by far,
the best way to make friends and get into the uni culture here at Bond. With BUSA and the LSA,
you’re in good hands.
Between each Student Association and BUSA, you’ll be hard-pressed to find a week that doesn’t have
something happening at Don’s Tavern, the on-campus bar (a favourite of students).
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The LSA whole-heartedly believe in mantra, ‘work hard, play hard’ (or, as some believe, ‘work hard,
play harder’), and we run a number of events in contributing to the social life here at Bond.
A favourite of ours is ‘The Session’, which is run twice a year, and is truly the opportunity to sus out
the social scene and have a good time. The Session is a themed event, so keep an eye on the LSA
Facebook page for the release of the theme for The Session 211! In the past, we’ve had a Cavill
Avenue theme (if you’re not yet familiar with Cavill Ave, you soon will be), as well as a Wild West
theme, UV light party and many more. And if you’re not yet 18, not to worry; there are a number of
all-ages events held on-campus to cater to all ages.
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Then, there’s one of the biggest events of the year – Law Ball! This is the time to get dressed
up, have a ball (literally) and let the LSA show you the night of your life. This is a student ball
occurring in Semester 2 every year and is a favourite of the student body across all faculties.
We start planning for Law Ball almost a year before, so by the time you’re reading this, we’re
well on our way! Keep a watchful eye on our Facebook page for the release of the theme of Law
Ball, as well as the release of ticket sales.
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As first-year law students, you’re probably feeling a little overwhelmed
with a lot of information. All the details of LSA events will be emailed to
you, as well as made available on our Facebook page.
The LSA have you covered; all you need to worry about is, as we say,
working hard and playing hard(er).
Good luck!

Alissa Woodss
Social Director

CAMPUS LIFE
Gold Coast Top Spots
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At Bond, Your law school experience doesn’t have to be all work and no play, and you’re in the perfect position
to make the most of the Gold Coast’s best social spots. You can put the books down and treat yo’ self every now
and then, so here are the LSA’s recommendations!

BURLEIGH PAVILION

Burleigh Heads
All Ages (18+ of an evening) | $$

As one of the most popular bars on the Gold Coast, the Pav (as it is known by
locals) is perfect for a chilled-out afternoon with some friends or a fun night
out. You can enjoy a variety of delicious drinks and bites to eat while
overlooking the famous Burleigh beach. It’s especially nice in the afternoon
as the sun is going down. Once the sun goes down, some of the Gold Coast’s
most popular DJ’s take over for a great night of music and dancing.
Tip: The Pav is a great place to start a night out in Burleigh as heaps of
other fun bars (like Nightjar, Pink Monkey, and Burleigh Heads Hotel) are
within a two-minute walk.

Northern Gold Coast T H E M E P A R K S
All Ages | $$$
The Gold Coast is Australia’s theme park capital, home to five major parks.
Tickets to these parks can be expensive; however, researching a season pass
can be a great option if you anticipate visiting regularly. If you’re a thrill
seeker that loves adrenaline fuelled rides and attractions, then be sure to
check out Movie World, Dream World, Wet n’ Wild, and White Water World.
Sea World is a great option for those who want to see some of Australia’s most
beautiful marine life up-close and personal.
Tip: Theme parks get very busy over weekends and school holiday time, if
you want to avoid the long lines try to plan a trip on a weekday.

EL CAMINO

El Camino: Robina
All Ages | $$
El Camino is a relatively new restaurant/bar located at Robina Town
Centre, just five minutes from Bond. It has become extremely popular
among Bondies for great food, margheritas and awesome atmosphere.
You’ll probably see plenty of photos on social media of Bondies with the
sombreros that are synonymous with a trip to El Camino.
Tip: Make the most of 10 cent wing Tuesdays for a great study reprieve
(they go great with their ever-changing range of frozen margheritas).

Justin Lane: Burleigh Heads
All Ages (18+ Bar) | $$

JUSTIN LANE

No list of the GC’s top restaurants/bars would be complete without the
famed Justin Lane. The rooftop bar is the best place to have a boogie and a
drink, as well as (in my opinion) the Coast’s best pizza and pasta. Given its
popularity, the place is usually pretty packed, making for a buzzing
atmosphere. Facing Burleigh Beach and parallel to James Street (great for
shopping), JL is in a prime lunch spot location after a day out in Burleigh.
Head over at night to see the upstairs area transform into a great dance
floor, with DJ’s playing every weekend.
Tip: End of the week nights bookings are essential if you're wanting a
table!

SPRINGBROOK
NATIONAL PARK

Springbrook National Park: Gold Coast Hinterland
All Ages | FREE
Looking for a break from the hustle and bustle of the Coast?
Springbrook is the place for you. Featuring a range of hikes,
spectacular waterfalls, and breathtaking glow worm caves,
Springbrook has it all. About a forty-minute drive from Bond,
Springbrook is the perfect place to head on a mini road-trip with
friends to decompress and relax during the semester. There are
tonnes of different walks and sights to see at Springbrook. Research
and plan in advance to make sure you can see everything you want.
Tip: If you’re going to do a hike around the national park, make
sure to bring a quality pair of shoes, the rainforest can stay
slippery for weeks after rain.

PUTT PUTT GOLF

Putt Putt Golf Mermaid Beach: Mermaid Beach
All Ages | $

Putt putt (or mini golf for our American friends) is a great activity to
check out with a group of friends. Whether you want to show your skill
on the course or just have a laugh with friends, putt putt is a great
option. The course is open until late most nights so you can head over
whenever you like and enjoy a drink or two if you’re 18+. For a
relatively cheap price, putt putt offers a great escape from study and
some very funny moments with friends.
Tip: If you plan on visiting more than once, be sure to check out their
deals on these tickets multi-game tickets

Beaches: Just about everywhere!

No list of places to go on the GC could leave out the amazing beaches. Stretching all
along the coastline, whether you’re looking to try surfing, getting a tan, or having a game
of beach cricket, be sure to explore the Coast’s beaches.

Tip: Burleigh is a local favourite; however, it can get very busy during summer. Venture
further south (Currumbin, Palm Beach, Coolangatta) if a quieter day at the beach is
what you’re looking for.

Aaron Hollis
First Year Director

CAMPUS LIFE
Surviving a Commute
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For many, one of the best ways to ease into university life is to continue living at home. While this
is financially fantastic, it can come at a cost – longer commutes.
I’m from Brisbane, and in my first year at Bond, I spent a semester on public transport for five
hours a day, a semester driving three hours a day, and a semester with a two second commute from
my bed to my desk (thanks Covid). No matter how you commute, spending hours a day getting to
and from uni is never fun. Here are some tips to make it go a little smoother:

Figure out your brain!
Choosing your commute schedule will make a huge difference in productivity. I’m a
morning person, and am at my best mentally first thing in the morning. So, this is
when I do my hardest tasks. If you’re like me, it may be better to wake up early and
get down to uni by 7am so you can smash out your work before class and then leave
in the afternoon. However, it you’re a night owl, you may be better off sleeping in
and getting to uni late morning, before working into the evening. Find what works
best for you, and then adapt that as your routine.
Public Transport
The best gift the train gives you is time! Do work on the way
when you have the most energy, and then relax on the other.
You’re in control of your time, so don’t waste it. Split your
commutes into work and relaxation, and carry a jumper to make
a little pillow when you need a nap!
Driving
While often quicker, it does require your full attention and can be exhausting.
The best tip with driving is to be smart about when you’re going to travel. Avoid
peak times and plan to not be driving when you’re at your most productive. If
you can, call a friend to chat while you drive. Otherwise, make an awesome
playlist, find a funny podcast, and enjoy the judgement-free zone of your i30.

Whatever way you get to uni this year, remember to take control of your
time and use it to your advantage, whatever that may look like. And if you
are struggling balancing a long commute with a heavy subject load, chat
to your teachers and work out some strategies that work best for you.
Liv Rankine
Communications Director

CAMPUS LIFE
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Get Active

Sport is one of the best ways to make friends, get healthy and learn time-management skills.
Luckily, Bond has a very prominent sports culture for you to get involved in! Personally, sport has
been one of my most memorable and favourite aspects of Bond in my university experience so far.
Some of my best friends have been made through my AFL team, Uni Games and sporting
committees, so I would highly recommend getting involved – whether or not you’re naturally
blessed with sporting skills!
The best and easiest way to get amongst it is to attend the semesterly Club Sign On Day. In the
back row of all the marquees, you will find all the sport teams. Everyone is keen to get new people
involved, so don’t be afraid to have a chat with someone! And don’t hold back – at my first club
sign on day, I signed up for AFL, touch football, running club, rowing and cheerleading (which I
had never tried…) In the end, I followed through with AFL and touch and have made great
memories from both.
You will hear that all sporting clubs at Bond
have the best cultures on and off the field –
and this is true. In my first season of AFL at
Bond, we had a motivational and passionate
culture about footy when we played, and a fun
and carefree environment when we were all
just hanging out together. For the serious side
of things, we had external companies come in
and work with us on our team trademark, and
top-quality facilities to work with. For the fun
aspect, there were multiple intra-club social
events between the male and female teams.

Uni Games is also a great way to make both
memories and life-long friends. We hold Div 2
Uni Games in the May semester and Div 1
National Uni Games in the September semester,
with sporting teams for touch football, AFL,
water polo, beach volleyball, tennis, badminton,
netball, soccer, European hand-ball and many
more. Even if Bond doesn’t already have a team
for your go-to sport, if you get enough people
together to form a team you can enter!

And if team sports aren’t your thing, the Bond gym is a great place to
get active. With free classes and gym memberships for students, it’s
very easy to get fit before, in-between or after classes. Classes
include yoga, boxing TRX, swimming, Pilates, HIIT and more - so get
sweating and release those endorphins!
Jasmine Tait
Bond Law Student / Bond AFL & Touch Footy Teams
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Going on Exchange
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I went on exchange in semester 201- my fourth semester. I had always wanted to go on exchange
and it was one of the main experiences I wanted during my degree. As I love the UK, I decided to go
to a university in England. After researching all the options I chose the University of Hertfordshire.
UHerts is about one hour north of London by train, in the town of Hatfield. It was a good mix
between experiencing country England and being able to visit London.
The application process for exchange can be somewhat daunting. From
choosing a university, to making sure you have time to explore, there are
many things to consider. Do not let this dissuade you! The exchange
office at Bond is an amazing help with any and all questions (I had a
lengthy meeting with Hannah, the Exchange Co-ordinator, to discuss
which university I should choose). Ultimately, the exchange experience
can be difficult but is definitely worth the effort.
Travelling as part of my exchange
was very important to me, so I
chose to travel around Europe
before my exchange. Taking the set
time before-hand meant I wasn’t
stressed about fitting travel in
around classes. Coincidentally,
this also benefitted me in that I
had already completed almost all
the travelling I had planned when
I was called home due to the
pandemic.

As I was going on exchange as a
Bachelor of Laws student, I wasn’t
able to do any of the compulsory law
subjects whilst attending UHerts.
This meant that I had to spend a
little time reshuffling my study plan.
Ultimately, I liked that this forced
me to choose subjects that I may not
have chosen otherwise, which made
my exchange feel more exciting.

Although it hasn’t been long since my exchange, there are many benefits
that were immediately apparent. My exchange was an incredibly exciting
experience that allowed me to travel and live in a foreign country. I feel
that I have made the most of what everyone tells us are the “best years of
our lives”, and I am able to discuss this as a learning experience with
potential employers. Finally,, as cliché as it sounds, I learnt a lot about
myself, what environments I thrive in, and how to be more independent.

All in all, I would highly recommend
including exchange as a part of university!
Antiga Jones
Bond Law Student / Exchange to UK 2020
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Student Leadership
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Starting Law School doesn’t mean that your chances at student leadership are over. At Bond, most of
our social and academic events are organised by the students. As such, there are a multitude of
opportunities to get involved in student leadership. These are different to what we experienced in
high school, but in my opinion are far more rewarding. Here are some of the main ways that you can
get involved in student leadership at Bond:

Join the LSA or another faculty student association
My Advice to you
In my time at Bond I have been
involved in a number of clubs
and societies, serving on the
Freshman Council, the LSA and
BUSA. My advice to you as a new
law student is to get involved in
campus life as much as you can.
As a law student, you will be at
Bond longer than the average
Bondie. Take this time to get
involved in a number of
different clubs, and meet many
different people. If you are
interested in any club or society,
don’t be afraid to find out how
you can get involved- everyone
involved would be happy to let
you know! Definitely be careful
though not bite off more than
you can chew. Remember that a
healthy balance between study,
socialising, and leadership roles
is absolutely necessary to have
the best experience at Bond.

Each faculty has its own student association that acts as a
support system for its students. As Law, students you can get
involved with the Law Students' Association. The LSA is
responsible for representing the needs of law students and
organising academic and social events. There are 15 members
on the committee who work together to ensure the best
experience for law students. LSA committee members serve a
twelve-month term, with campaigning occurring in Law Week
in the May semester. The new committee is announced at the
LSA’s flagship event, Law Ball, and even if you aren’t running
for a position you need to get yourself a ticket to this event! If
you are studying a double degree, you may also be interested in
running for the Business Students' Association (BSA), the
Society and Design Students' Association (SDSA), or the Health
Sciences and Medicine Students' Association (HSMA).

Be a part of BUSA
The Bond University Students' Association (BUSA) is the
overarching student association, responsible for facilitating
social, academic, and sporting events for all Bondies. The
committee has 18 members, with a multitude of roles such as
Special Interests Director, Corporate Relations Director, and
Digital Content Creator. If you are interested in working with
the broader Bond community, this is the association for you.
Elections are run during the first weeks of semester three, and
the new committee is announced at the Student Ball.

Get involved in clubs and societies
Bond has over 100 clubs and societies, covering sport, academic, social
and cultural interests. All of these are run by students so getting
involved with these clubs is a great way to get involved in campus life. To
find out more about which clubs are available, visit the BUSA website, or
come along to Club Sign On Day, held in Week 2 of every semester. If you
can’t find a club for something you're interested in, get in touch with the
Clubs and Societies Director of BUSA to set up your own!

Jeremy Bonisch
BUSA President 2020 - 2021
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The Bond Law Students' Association is a group of dedicated individuals tasked with representing and
improving the experience of all law students at Bond University. As a not-for-profit student organisation, our
responsibilities range from competitions to publications and events, supporting students in both academic
and social capacities. Many (but by no means all) of our events and services have been highlighted or
mentioned in this Guide.
As a Bond Law student you are automatically a member of the LSA, meaning you can take part in our
competitions and various events free of charge. You can speak to our team during office hours between 10am
and 2pm on Monday through Thursday each week, or contact us by email.
President
president@bondlsa.com

Academic Affairs Director
academicaffairs@bondlsa.com

Marketing Director

Secretary
secretary@bondlsa.com

Equity Director
equity@bondlsa.com

Communications Director
communications@bondlsa.com

Vice President (Education)
vp-education@bondlsa.com

Postgraduate Director
postgraduate@bondlsa.com

Sponsorship Director
sponsorship@bondlsa.com

Vice President (Careers)

First Year Director

vp-careers@bondlsa.com

firstyear@bondlsa.com

Competitions Director
competitions@bondlsa.com

Vice President (Finance & Events)
vp-financeevents@bondlsa.com

Social Director
social@bondlsa.com

Publications Director
publications@bondlsa.com

Bond LSA Committee 2019-20

marketing@bondlsa.com
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To our new Canadian law students,
Each of us made a difficult decision moving half-way across the world to follow our dreams.
Leaving your family, friends, and the place you call home can present many challenges.
There may be feelings of uncertainty, fear, anxiety, and isolation. But these feelings are entirely
normal.
Deciding to move to a foreign country and embark on a widely known difficult degree is never an
easy one but is a crucial first step in achieving your goal. All new students coming to Bond should
be commended for making this leap of faith. What is essential, though, is that none of you are
alone. The Canadian Law Students Association (CLSA) is your family away from home and is here
to assist in any way possible.

The CLSA’s mission is to ensure
that all Canadian students feel
welcomed and included as they
transition to school in Australia.
While law school can have
difficult moments, the CLSA
provides many opportunities for
students to enjoy life outside of
school. To fully appreciate one’s
time in law school, it cannot be
stressed enough the importance
of getting involved and getting
engaged with the opportunities
presented at Bond.
The CLSA hosts a variety of engaging events where students can form long-lasting
memories. The CLSA ‘Buddy Night’ provides the chance for new students to meet students in
their final few semesters and gain meaningful insight regarding the law school experience.

The CLSA recently implemented its ‘Sport-a palooza’ event, which provides an opportunity
for all students to get outside and engage in fun activities and de-stress from school.

With the current circumstances, the traditional education methods have undergone changes to
ensure students who are physically unable to attend class are still provided with an exceptional
and inclusive learning experience. The CLSA has recognized these changes and is actively
implementing ways to enhance student engagement no matter where students' location. Recently,
the CLSA created the ‘Alumni Spotlight’ feature on its social media pages where former Bond law
students who are practicing back in Canada share their stories of law school and their transition
back home. Furthermore, the CLSA has its two signature moot events, the annual ‘NHL Arbitration’
and ‘Canadian Constitution’ competitions.

These competitions provide students the
opportunity to hone their advocacy skills.
The CLSA is a community that extends
beyond the Australian borders, and we
want all students currently on the Gold
Coast and abroad to feel included.
Overall, the 'bonds' that you form at Bond
will be ones that last a lifetime. Bond
provides an unforgettable law school
experience that will differentiate you as a
law student and allow you to make
worldwide connections. Invaluable life
experience, hard work, and perseverance
are some of the traits that separate
Canadian Bond law students from others.

Although the CLSA executive comprises of nine individuals,
fundamentally, the CLSA encompasses an entire
community where everyone is afforded care, support and
Kevin Lasaleta guidance through law school. Feel free to reach out
CLSA President whenever needed, and good luck on your future endeavors!
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The ALSS
The Asian Law Students’ Association (ALSS) is a society that facilitates the promotion of diverse Asian
cultures. We create initiatives based on the needs of Asian law students and students who have an interest in
pursuing law in or in relation to Asia. Our events aim to assist students’ with their academic, social and
professional pursuits, as well as their personal wellbeing.Due to COVID-19, we hosted all of our 2020 events
online. The ALSS has been committed to supporting our fellow students despite these restrictions and will
continue to do so.

Women in Law
Every January semester, the ALSS hosts a formal evening event called ‘Women
in Law’. Each year has a different theme, and it is a great opportunity for
students to hear from guest speakers about being a woman in the legal
profession. Past speakers include High Court Judges, Supreme Court Judges,
partners of firms and presidents of law associations.

Networking with the Profession
The ALSS hosts a formal networking event called ‘Networking with the
Profession’ every September semester. Each committee takes a
different approach to the event’s format. However, the primary focus
has always been to give students the opportunity to speak to members
of the legal profession. Students also receive advice that is not provided
on the Internet about their dream job or law firm. In 2020, this event
was held virtually, where students had the opportunity to be mentored
by lawyers practising in their areas of interest. Guest mentors included
the president and committee members of the Asian Australian Lawyers’
Association, lawyers working at Legal Aid and partners of law firms.

Exam Season Tips and Tricks
Previously called ‘Revision Seminar’, this event is held before the final
exams where high-achieving students and teachers share their ‘tips
and tricks’ on how to prepare for exams. The student and teaching
panel also share their thoughts on how to deal with stress and how
students can stay on top of their mental health during the busiest time
of the semester.

Language Exchange Program
During the May semester, we pair students for a mutual exchange of
language. Students fluent in English, Chinese (Mandarin), Japanese
or Korean teach others their language while learning another from
their partner. Students participating in this six-week program can
receive Beyond Bond points upon submitting a reflection to the CDC.

Law and Language Seminar
The Law and Language seminar is a complimentary course offered to
non-English speaking background students or students from a noncommon law jurisdiction. The course provides students with some
basic legal skills and knowledge as well as an overview of the
common law system.

Weekly Fun Facts
During the semester, we post interesting facts on a range of topics on
their social media pages. Topics include Asian representation in the
Australian legal profession, laws and legal policy decisions in other
Asian jurisdictions. The focus of these posts is to (1) broaden students’
understanding of the relationships between Australia and Asia; and (2)
inspire students to look beyond the Australian borders for career paths.

Snacks and Chats*
In Week 4, the ALSS provides free sushi and bubble tea to all
students. This is an opportunity for students to get to know our
committee members and to have a friendly chat about anything!

Noodle Nights*
Every Week 13, the ALSS committee provide free ramen or hot noodles,
and an energy drink to students. This gives students an opportunity to
take a much-needed study break by socialising with their peers and our
committee members.

Global Food Fest*
The ALSS, along with other societies, participates in the Global Food
Fest in Week 8/9, providing Asian classics to hungry students. We
serve a variety of Asian food and bubble tea.
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